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Abstract;

H. Lawrence's novel Sons and lovers which is published in 1913, has been
an psychology. It is not just as his story, but as the dilemma of his generation, a

 fever-peak in the last years of the long Victorian matriarchy.

1 era, man-woman relationship, Matriarchal Society.

ed as the first Freudian novel in English where “Lawrence came to see the
story but as the dilemma of his generation, a widespread condition, that
ast years of the long Victorian matriarchy” He finds that “Being the sons of
dundered rather bru ‘thought their’ remaining sanctities, they were
; -any.reproach from a woman; for a woman was

mothers whqsé
themselves to

like their.
Fixation,
shaken off,
imagination;;
woman.”
Lawrence “di
the novel as a whe
still the most

aul’s mother... obsessed his
subdued, destroyed, by any

e@‘& he Ii’;erary excellence of
elopment™Sons and Lovers is

with the added insight
conclusion to Sons and
I's determination to face the
er'diie as a woman courageous and
€ domination of his mother's image”.*

s novelist's presentment of it
arent Love' of Fantasia of the

and detachment that.
Lovers, with its delil
amorphous ind
devoted enough

boy of eighteen. How she
sive to him as never, never

oman. It is the very flower of a
i be , save that he shall be himself, and that
the perfect flower of married lové, which a husband
n his supreme activity. For the husband, it is a great
rful. The woman now feels for the first time as a true

serves him, how she imulates him
it could be to a hushand. This is th
woman's love: sexually aski

for his living he shall ac

wife might feel,

The mother.who potrrs her love into her son instead of giving it to her husband is 'wife-submissive' to
her son, when she ¢ precisely that to her husband. It is a case of misdirected energy and distorted as
well. Something has appened to the woman's love when it has been transferred from the husband to the son,
She does not feel now for the first time as a true wife might feel, and the son cannot find her love quite so

independent life of his own.

This is demonstrated in Sons and Lovers where Paul More] is stru ling for independence not merely
for the right to choose his own sweetheart, but for the very independenceg%f his seul. Lawrence depicts this
theme in a deliberately symbolic scene in the beginning of the novel i Chapter II:

Mrs. Morel takes the baby Paul for a walk on a fine harvest evening. The blaze of the sunset and the
plenitude of harvest are both stressed in the descriptive passage that introduces the scene and contrasted with
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Mrs. Morel's reflections on the failure of hier o4 Paul had come unwanted into the world so that he now
seems to her 'almost.as if . . . unhealthy or: alformed’. She has a vague feeling that she and her husband are
guilty, and, as if to expite Rer share in the guilt, 'She thrust the infant forward to the crimson, throbbing sun,
almost with relief.! But she goes back on her impulse, and, 'ashamed almost), gives him 'back again whence he
came'*

This scene is of paramount importance for the interpretation of the novel and shows the baby is
denied his right to an independent connection with the life-giving power, to a 'polarization' with the son, in the
terminology of Fantasia .Paul's career, at the end ,confirms this original withdrawal from the son. When her
eldest son, William, dies, Mrs. Morel concentrates all her frustrated longing on Paul. Without being seriously
interested in his intellectual pursuits she gives them emotional support because they are a means by which she
can achieve her end of making her son a successful figure, an image of herself that she can project on to the
society around her. Her opposition to Miriam is intense, while she scarcely feels Clara as a competitor,
because she regards Miriam as a rival for just this kind of direction of her son's life as a whole. There is
considerable irony in the novel. Miriam's love also has a strong motherly-possessive element in it and
witnesses her excessive demand for response from Hubert: ' "Yes, you love me, don't you?" she murmured
deep in her throat. . . "You love me, don't you?" ‘(Chapter VII but it is ironical that Mrs. Morel should
perceive thig and expresses it in words that €3 3 s¢tibe her-own domination of Paul, “She is one of those
who will want to suck a man's soul out : 1e !'" she said to herself; “and he is just
such a gabby as to let himself be absox\i;e ; : : corne“%g
ara of h
)

man; she never will."
Paul's vacillation betwee &étljpggle towards wholeness of
being. He feels the intense, spiri y's

the serious interest in his
art that his mother does not, sensual foundation to his

relationship with her and tﬁm is own in the midst of a
tragically ironical struggle betweg es-the disastrous influence of
the other whilst remaining Blin ovel confirms all this. Paul's

freedom can only come thrayugh
willing the parent's death; in-Facty vers, actpally giving an overdose of
morphia. The extent of hla_g‘lo : : er -Whelming death-wish that
overtakes Paul afterwards. She h \ lfowing him to live for himself,
that he now seems incapable of : Eventually he struggles towards
recovery, but it is significant tha»ggis tk{é;;elationship with Miriam. The
final episode with her seems to_have bee egative purpose. His recovery is towards
self-reliance; to turn to Miriam would be {0 e x%?fyrant. Lawrence shows that mother-wife
submissiveness is far from being 'the quigﬁgeﬁ e offa mature woman', but a deadly form of
domination. In Fant&igqgwengc~i§ also dehouncing;the-mot and wifg:\s,«dg‘strucytjrgﬂ of her son-husband,
and, as he declares in the Foreword there making his inferences from the 'piifé passionate experience' of
the novels, Sons and Loversin'pz te-difference is thqg;hefthgo '_{ti’s bsessed with a certain idie fixe
about the right relationship between-ht j '

) d wife which he impofis into-t e novelist's acute perception of
the wrong relationship between mother and;son. ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁe&ﬁﬁ%éoyagwﬁlst for male hegemony in marriage,
hysterically demands that woman must submit “the-man,-and s, when looking back at the picture drawn by
Lawrence, the novelist, of a superficially beautiful relationship between mother and son. All this is perhaps
only a way of saying that the novelist is superior to the propagandist. It is an 'artistic' superiority of moral
accuracy and vision and as a gift for writing more pleasingly in fiction. Lawrence aptly said that 'Men live and
see according to some gradually developing and gradually withering vision'. This vision exists also as a
dynamic idea of metaphysics and this dynamism is there in Sons and Lovers.

Son’s sexual desire for mother and hatred for father and this Oedipus complex very much reflected in
Lawrence’s own life. For his deep love for his mother Lydia, Lawrence had said to his beloved Jessie
chambers at his mother‘s death, “Spare me the strength to leave you Now you are dead I must go, but my soul
lies helpless Besides your bed.”’

Mrs. Morel, like Lydia, had deep attachment with her sons. She was totally dissatisfied with her husband due
to his drinking habits and wavered life and indifferent behavior, so she turned to her sons, to William and
Paul, who get their love to fill in her husband’s place and with this reason she didn’t like their love affair with
 other young and beautiful girls. She did not like Miriam. One day Mrs. Morel remarked herself about Miriam:
She exults--she exults as she carries him off from me,"
Mrs. Morel cried in her heart when Paul had gone. "She's not
like an ordinary woman, who can leave me my share in him.
__ She wants to absorb him. She wants to draw him out and absorb
him till there is nothing left of him, even for himself.

Wit and Peace, self-torturing
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He will never be a man on his own feet--she will suck him up."
So the mother sat, and battled and brooded bitterly.® “ ;
Paul nursed his mother so carefully, sat beside her day and night and could bear her pain and suffering and so
he mixed the powder of morphia pills in milk and gave the overdose to her to drink and die. She drank it
without suspicion and died:

She was reared up in bed, and he put the feeding-cup between her lips that he wouldthave died to save
from any hurt. She took a sip, then put the spout of the cup away and looked at him with her dark, wondering
eyes. He looked at her. '

Oh, it IS bitter, Paul!" she said, making a little grimace.”

Paul lamented his mother’s death pathetically as he was left alone to suffer in great emptiness as his greatest
tragedy. That led to his aimless wandering. He rejects Miriam in great mental agony as the vital contact with
life had lost ‘and not left vital resources to cope with the realities of life ‘With the drift towards death’. But

Paul is actually seen walking towards ‘the faintly humming, glowing town’ quickly and not take the direction
to the darkness to follow her. i
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